
CLAY ACADEMY 

  October 2018 

Dawn Cook, Principal 
 
It is great having all of our students back.  We have had a good start to the 
new school year.  I would like to introduce new staff. Kelly Davis is our new 
associate in Ms. Cantwell’s 4th grade classroom.  Jeremy Bower is our new 
middle school teacher as well as Kelly Mason who teaches elementary and 
middle school. Deb Fuller joins us from within D200 and teaches high school. 
We also have a new nurse whose name is Nadine Grismer.  Please give them 
all a warm welcome at parent/teacher conferences. 
 
We have developed our School Improvement Goals (SIP) for the year and I 
want to share them. 

 By the end of the 2019 school year, Clay Academy students will increase 
their literacy proficiency targets by 2%, from 23% to 25%, as measured by the 
district growth model. 

1. Continue with ReadyGen for elementary students 
2. Begin Collections for middle school students 
3. Continue providing intervention/reinforcement activities 
4. Continue stations for direct instruction 
5. Walkthroughs focusing on engagement 

 By the end of the 2019 school year, Clay Academy students will meet their 
math proficiency targets by 2% from 9% to 11%, as measured by the district 
growth model. 

1. Continue with GoMath for elementary students 
2. Begin Discovery Tech Math for middle school students 
3. Continue providing intervention/reinforcement activities 
4. Continue stations for direct instruction 
5. Walkthroughs focusing on engagement 

 By the end of the 2019 school year, Clay Academy students will increase 
their positive behavioral performance as measured by the program’s level sys-
tem from 29% to 27% on Level Red. 

1. Continue with executive functioning skills at the high school level in liter-
acy classes.  Growth Mindset for middle school classes and Social Thinking 
and Second Step for elementary students. 
2. Develop a communication form for the cafeteria 
3. Re-configure the cafeteria area 
4. Students to review their own IEP goals every quarter/trimester 

 By the end of the 2019 school year, Clay Academy families will attend two 
sessions related to mental health and school anxiety/refusal to increase their 
own skills, strategies and approaches at home. 

1. Parent speaker on mental health and school anxiety/refusal, and resili-
ence 
2. Separate holiday event into two different events 

Clay Academy is pleased to announce that we will have a speaker join 
us during Parent/Teacher Conferences, Wednesday, October 3rd from 

6:00-7:00 pm. 
Kathy Berger of Parent University from Amita Health Care -- Alexian, will 

provide information on “Raising Resilient Children”. 

 Calendar of Events: 

√ 10/3/2018—Noon Dismissal 
for Students 

√ 10/3/2018—Parent/Teacher 
Conferences—5 pm—9 pm  

√ 10/4/2018—No School for 
Students 

√ 10/4/2018—Parent/Teacher 
Conferences—9 am—9 pm  

√ 10/5/2018—No School 

√ 10/8/2018—No School—
Columbus Day 

√ 10/17/2018—Late Start– 
School starts 1 hour later at 
9:15 am 

√ 10/19/2018—End of 1st Quar-
ter 

√ 10/23/2018– Noon Dismissal 
for Students—1/2 DAY PM 
SIP for Staff 

 

Nadine Grismer, 
School Nurse 

 
October 15th is fast ap-
proaching. I would like to 
remind all parents that 
physicals and immuniza-
tions for Kindergarten, 6th 
grade, 9th grade and 12th 
grade are due in the nurs-
ing office by October 12th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
I also want to remind par-
ents that all medications 
must be brought in to the 
school by you.  Please do 
not send any medication 
with your student. All 
medication even over the 
counter requires a com-
pleted doctor’s order and 
parent signature. 

 



 CLAY ACADEMY 

 
Reading/LA 5th Grade 
In reading we have recently finished reading 
the first novel in our new reading curriculum, 
The Night of the Spadefoot Toads by Bill Har-
ley. We have also just finished writing our own 
short stories. 
 
In language arts we have been working on daily 
language skills, such as capitalization, punctua-
tion, and spelling. 
 
Reading/LA 6th Grade 
In reading we are about halfway through read-
ing There’s a Boy in the Girls Bathroom by Lou-
is Sachar. Students have done a great job a 
reading aloud in class and answering ques-
tions. 
 
In language arts we have been working on daily 
language skills, such as capitalization, punctua-
tion, and spelling. 
 
Life Skills 
In life skills, students are currently in the middle 
of a career research unit. Students have been 
researching different careers related to their 
likes and skills. 
 
 
 
 

Brittany Hall  Middle School Teacher 

Kelly Mason, Floater Teacher, K–8  

 
Mrs. Mason’s elementary classes have   been working 
on practicing their penmanship and learning the self-
awareness skill of staying out of other people’s busi-
ness.  Kindergarten thru 3rd grade have been learning 
about healthy eating habits and understanding the 
Choose My Plate model. The students had a great a 
time making their own peanut butter.  The 4th and 5th 
grade class have been studying fossils. They have 
made an amber fossil and there are plans for making a 
mold and cast fossil with sea shells. 
 
Mrs. Mason’s math class is focusing on Geometry. They 
are creating an interactive notebook, which will help with 
learning the language of Geometry.  They are also en-
joy participating in hands-on activities, such as tan-
grams and geoboards. 
 
Mrs. Mason’s social studies class started the year out 
exploring our earth through google earth!  Ask them to 
show you, they really have had fun discovering different 
countries. We begin our class watching CNN 10.  The 
program shares current events, and everyday hero’s. 
People in our country that are doing things to help oth-
ers out.  Many times it is children that the story is about. 
We are focusing on map skills before we begin learning 
about United States history as the quarter progresses. 

 
 
 

Theresa Pedersen— Middle School/High School 

 
High School English 
Students are working with Mrs. Kraneman and Mrs. 
Pedersen using bibliotherapy in class. The goal is to 
bring in issues which are the types of issues students 
may face during their teenage years. Last year was the 
kick off and students seemed to have a very positive re-
view of how things went. As we continue this school year, 
we have begun with the book: Simon vs. the Homosapien 
Agenda. Students have done well so far. While reading 
they are also working on various components of litera-
ture, citing textual evidence and understanding text to 
text, text to self and text to world. 
 
 
Science 
We have begun our unit on Astronomy. Students had the 
opportunity to use the virtual reality program that the dis-
trict shares. We were able to look at various space relat-
ed items such as the International Space Station, stars, 
planets and the like. 

Mark Tschappat 
P.E. &  HS Health 

 
Mr. Tschappat is out for six weeks and he is ex-
pected back towards the end of September. Mrs. 
Nystrom is filling in for Mr. Tschappat.   
 
In Health class we have studied the different 
kinds of health: physical health, mental health, 
emotional health and social health. We are also 
studying aspects of self-esteem.   
 
In PE classes we have completed fall fitness 
testing and we are working on soccer skills. 
 
 
 



The Social Work Corner      

Beth Sarich- Elementary/Middle, Dawn Kraneman– Middle/High School 

 

Reminder: 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences are: 
Wednesday 10/3/18 (4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) & 

Thursday, 10/4/18 (9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.). 
No School – Friday, 10/5/18 & Monday, 10/8/18 

Tips for Parents on Parent-Teacher Conferences from the National Educational Associa-
tion (NEA): 
  

- Show up, please! “We know parents are busy, but it is important to carve out time to invest in your child’s education and 
ensure success at school,” said National Education Association President Dennis Van Roekel. “To get the most out of parent-
teacher conferences, parents need to take an active role in their child’s education year-round and come prepared to discuss 
how their child can reach their full potential.” 

- Get Ready!  Do your homework prior to parent-teacher conferences. Prepare by writing notes to yourself concerning: 

 Any questions about the school’s programs or policies. 

 

 Things you can share with the teacher about your child and his life at home. 

 

 Questions about your child’s progress. 

 

 
- Ask Important Questions!  Don’t be afraid to engage in a frank conversation with your child’s teacher. Your goal is to 
develop an action plan for your child’s success at school. Good questions to ask the teacher include: 

 What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? 

 

 How does my child get along with classmates? 

 

 Is my child working up to his/her ability? Where could he/she use improvement? 

 

 What can we do at home to support what you are doing in the classroom? 

 

 
- Initiate the Action Plan. Start immediately on the action plan you and the teacher put together. Discuss the plan with 
your child and track his progress. Stay in touch with your child’s teacher throughout the year to keep the communication 
lines open. 

  

“Parents are the best resource for a child to make the grade,” said Van Roekel. “When teachers and parents work 

together, we can help a child have a successful school year.”   http://www.nea.org 

 

 

http://www.nea.org


  

 
OCTOBER! The spookiest time of the year, but not in my classroom. Instead of being 
scared of math, my goal is to make math accessible and fun. Hi I am Mr. Bower and I am 
new to Clay this year and I am looking forward to working with the all wonderful Bulldogs 
this year! 

 
In the month of October in all of my classes we are continuing to work through our math lessons. In middle 
school we are working on the basics of algebra in our textbooks, in high school pre-algebra we are work-
ing on solving problems with integers, and in high school algebra we are working with some new formulas! 
Our activities will vary daily, but we try to have fun here as we progress through our lessons. 
 
We have had a great start to this school year and I can’t wait to continue that in the month of October! 

John Oslovich—Middle/High School  

Social Studies 

 
As we begin the school year, the students are first be-
coming familiar with geography terms.  We have intro-
duced our Daily Geography as a way to teach these 
skills. We will then move along into the 5 Themes of 
Geography and learn about how the environment 
around us shapes our lives.  Following that, we will 
learn about how the first humans lived and how our 
lives compares to theirs. 
 
High School Constitution 
In Constitution, we just finished learning about the leg-
islative branch and are moving into the executive 
branch.  We will take a dive into the presidential powers 
as well as the various departments under the presi-
dent’s control. We will see how all of these impact our 
daily lives. 
 
High School World History 
We are comparing the ancient Greek and Roman civili-
zations.  There are many connections we can make 
with our current society as well.  The students are going 
to compare and contrast the different polytheistic cul-
tures of this ancient time as well.  Greece and Rome 
we will learn about early African, Asian, and European 
civilizations. 
 

Jeremy Bower, Middle/High School Math 

Deb Fuller—Middle/High School 

 
Who:  I am a 31 year veteran of the Woodstock 
schools and am really excited to be here at Clay 
Academy.  Believe it or not this is one of only 
three buildings I had not taught in so far. I look 
forward to returning to my roots as I began my 
career in high school way back when!  My hus-
band and son are both physical education teach-
ers, it’s what we do! 
 
What:  Middle School Literacy Block (D Group), 
High School Pre-vocational Skills, Life Skills, 
and Geoscience.   
 
Where:  Room 8 
 
How:  In Literacy we are working in the new cur-
riculum called Collections.  It incorporates more 
short stories with direct connection to writing. In 
Pre-Voc we are focusing on the early skills we 
need for a job and in Life Skills we are focused 
on just that...the skills we need to get on with our 
lives...budgeting, memory, communication to 
name a few.  In Geoscience our early focus has 
been on Minerals and their formation. 
 
Why:  Ultimately the why we are here is to help 
prepare our students to graduate and prepare to 
take on the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
We have had a wonderful start to the school 
year in Room 1! This month we will be going to 
the apple orchard and the Woodstock Opera 
House. At the Opera House our students will 
have the opportunity to see a Caribbean musi-
cal performance! We will be starting to work 
with multiplication and division in math. We will 
also be progressing with our task of becoming 
researchers in literacy and independent writ-
ing. The students will be starting a research 
project on an animal and will be writing a short 
piece on their findings.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Catherine Cantwell 
Elementary (Grade 3 & 4) 

Nicole Wesolowicz, Middle School 

Middle School Science 
 
The middle school students begun the school year with com-
pleting a few projects that introduced them to what science is 
and what scientists do. They did a project using google 
slides to create a presentation about a specific scientist of 
their choice. They used their Chromebook to find information 
about their scientist. After each of them finished their project, 
they presented it to their peers. This taught them about other 
scientists as well as gave them the opportunity to practice 
their presentation skills. The students learned the steps of 
the scientific method and are now showing their ability to fol-
low them. We did a lab with staining eggshells in different 
liquid to measure the size and color over 3 days. They also 
did a lab with milk, food coloring, and dish soap. This al-
lowed them to see the bonds between the different ingredi-
ents and watch the food coloring swirl away from the dish 
soap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Donato—Speech Therapist  
Communication Skills 
 
Speech therapy has been going well with the students that receive services. 
Younger students have been learning about Fall vocabulary.  If possible, go for a 
walk outside and talk about the changes Fall brings to us. I have been going into 
the classrooms for some of the students in the middle school.  I can observe how they are doing with 
their specific goals in a classroom setting. I am at Clay Academy all day Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 
I also work at Woodstock High School on Wednesday and Friday.   
 
 



Grades Pre-K through 3—Ms. Krzeski and Ms. Stewart 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The little ones in the Elementary Department are ready for Fall! 
 
In October we have many things to look forward to. On the 10th we will go to the Fire Safety Festival 
at the Firehouse. The 16th of October grades 2-3 will attend a performance of “Potts and Pans” at the 
Woodstock Opera House. Don’t forget that we have a late start on the 17th and a half day on the 23rd 
(we dismiss at Noon). Please send your child with a substantial snack on the 23rd, as breakfast and 
lunch will not be provided. Elementary will also have a Literacy Celebration on October 31st. On this 
day, students may dress as their favorite character from their favorite book. Please send your child 
with their book and if they would like to bring treats, please make sure they are store bought and do 
not contain nuts.  
 
Finally, Scholastic orders can always be made online using our school code MNF33. Happy Fall! 

Travis Mohr 

K-8 Physical Education 
  

 
The beginning weeks of the school year have gotten off to a good start. We have wrapped up our 
soccer unit and our fitness testing. I will have your student’s report from the fitness testing available 
for you at parent teacher conferences in October. We will now transition into flag football for our 5th- 
8th graders, flying discs for 3rd-4th, and manipulative activities for our K-2nd graders. These units will 
focus on student throwing and catching skills as well as positive peer interactions in a team or group 
setting. 
 


